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English Language Arts

UTAH STATE STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS VOCABULARY WORKSHOP SELECT

Standard 7-8.R.8: Determine the meaning of words and DETERMINE THE MEANING OF WORDS AND PHRASES

phrases, including figurative, connotative, and technical Throughout the Vocabulary Workshop program, students build
. . o . and use vocabulary knowledge through a variety of increasingly

meanings. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on | o nisticated language arts activities. These activities include

meaning, tone, and mood, including words with multiple gleaning extended and short reading selections for context

meanings within a text. (RL & RI) clues that unlock the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases,

as well as improve comprehension.

Students practice regularly selecting and using the right words

in their speaking and writing. Word relationship and word-

building lessons covering synonyms, antonyms, roots, and

shades of meaning likewise help students clarify the meaning of

difficult words and phrases they come across in their reading.
FIGURATIVE MEANINGS

UNITS 1-15

Direct Instruction

» Unit Passage/Unit Passage: Abridged

Figurative language appears in context in Unit Passages. Example: “It
ruffled a few feathers.” (Unit 2)

Independent Practice

¢ Choosing the Right Word
In place of a missing word in each exercise, students find a pair of
bold-face words in parentheses. They consider figurative, extended,
or abstract meanings before choosing the bold-face word that best
fits the context of the given sentence.

WORD STUDY

Independent Practice

* Choosing the Right Idiom/Proverb/Adage
The Choosing the Right Idiom/Proverb/Adage activities help students
practice using context clues to figure out the meaning of figurative
words and phrases.
* Units 1-3 Choosing the Right Idiom
* Units 4-6 Choosing the Right Idiom
* Units 7-9 Choosing the Right Proverb
* Units 10-12 Choosing the Right Idiom
* Units 13-15 Choosing the Right Adage

CONNOTATIVE MEANINGS

WORD STUDY

Independent Practice

Units 1-3/Units 4-6/Units 7-9/Units 10-12/Units 13-15

¢ Denotation and Connotation
Students learn that denotation is the formal meaning of the word
found in a dictionary; a word’s denotation conveys a neutral tone.
Connotations are informal, implied meanings. Students sort words
according to their neutral, positive, or negative connotations.

¢ Expressing the Connotation
Students read each sentence then consider context clues before
selecting one of two vocabulary words that best expresses the
desired connotation (positive, negative, or neutral).

¢ Challenge: Using Connotation
Students use context clues to confirm their choice of a vocabulary
word to replace the highlighted word in each sentence.

continued continued
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continued continued
Standard 7-8.R.8: Determine the meaning of words and TECHNICAL MEANINGS
phrases, including figurative, connotative, and technical UNITS 115

. . . . At each level of Vocabulary Workshop, students are introduced
meanings. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on to 300 carefully selected, high-utility words, many of them

meaning, tone, and mood, including words with multiple | grawn from academic vocabulary word lists relevant to students’
meanings within a text. (RL & RI) reading.

Instruction in classical roots will help students unlock the
meanings of thousands of English words derived from Latin
and Greek roots. Students will develop a useful and transferable
strategy with which to make sense of a multitude of unfamiliar
academic or technical words.

WORD STUDY

Independent Practice

¢ Classical Roots
Instruction in classical roots will help students unlock the meanings
of thousands of English words derived from Latin and Greek roots.
Students will develop a useful and transferable strategy with which to
make sense of a multitude of unfamiliar academic words or technical
terms.
* Units 1-3 (vers, vert)
» Units 4-6 (cur, curr, curs, cour)
* Units 7-9 (chron, cryph, crypt)
* Units 10-12 (ven, vent)
* Units 13-15 (fect, fic, efy, ify)

Interactive Activities

Units 1-3/Units 4-6/Units 7-9/Units 10-12/Units 13-15

¢ Word Part Gallery
The Word Part Gallery is a digital resource for Vocabulary Workshop,
providing explicit instruction and practice for more than 300 common
word parts. Knowledge of Greek and Latin word parts can help
students discover the meaning of a myriad of academic and technical
words they will encounter in and outside of school.
Example: Noun Suffix: -fication Sample Words: modification,
desertification, simplification

¢ Word Part Gallery: Teaching Suggestions
How to Use the Word Part Gallery
Each interactive Word Part lesson includes the word part meaning,
example words and sentences, and application opportunities to
support exploration of the building blocks of vocabulary.

¢ Word Parts in the Vocabulary Workshop Program
This printable PDF lists all prefixes, roots, and suffixes featured in the
program.
Level C sample words
¢ Prefix: col- collaborate
* Root: -gen- genial
¢ Suffix: -net recipient, solvent

* Solve It!
In this fast-paced video game, students read a word-part clue then
select the answer that best matches that clue. For each correct
answer, they score points toward winning a trophy.

continued continued
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continued
Standard 7-8.R.8: Determine the meaning of words and
phrases, including figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning, tone, and mood, including words with multiple
meanings within a text. (RL & RI)

continued

continued
TECHNICAL MEANINGS (cont.)

Student Program Overview and Resources

Units 1-3/Units 4-6/Units 7-9/Units 10-12/Units 13-15

¢ Greek and Latin Roots Reference Guide
Word Structure: Greek and Latin Roots
Many roots come to English from Latin. Knowing Greek and Latin
roots can help students determine the meaning of academic and
technical terms.
Example: Greek Root: -tele- Meaning: far off, distant
Sample Word: television

IMPACT OF WORD CHOICE ON MEANING AND TONE

OVERVIEW

Student Program Overview and Resources

¢ Vocabulary and Reading
Questions About Tone
To determine the tone, pay attention to the author’s word choice. The
author’s attitude may be positive (respectful), negative (scornful), or
neutral (distant).

UNITS 1-15

Independent Practice

¢ Vocabulary for Comprehension
Students read a passage of informational or literary text then answer
questions that may include how author word choice reveals attitude
or purpose. Example: Which statement about the author’s point of
view is best supported by “The Mummies of the Inca Empire”?

¢ Vocabulary in Context: Literary Text
In excerpts from classic literature, students glimpse how an author’s
word choice can impact the mood of a piece.
Example: “Well, Buck, my boy,” he went on in a genial voice, “we’ve
had our little ruction, and the best thing we can do is to let it go at
that. You’ve learned your place, and | know mine.” (The Call of the
Wild)

WORD STUDY

Independent Practice

Units 1-3/Units 4-6/ Units 7-9/ Units 10-12/ Units 13-15

¢ Denotation and Connotation
Students learn that denotation is the formal meaning of the word
found in a dictionary; a word’s denotation conveys a neutral tone.
Connotations are informal, implied meanings. Students sort words
according to their neutral, positive, or negative connotations.

¢ Expressing the Connotation
Students read each sentence then consider context clues before
selecting one of two vocabulary words that best expresses the
desired connotation (positive, negative, or neutral).

¢ Challenge: Using Connotation
Students replace the highlighted words in three sentences. They

discuss how the connotation of the replacement word changes the
tone of the sentence.

continued
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continued

Standard 7-8.R.8: Determine the meaning of words and
phrases, including figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning, tone, and mood, including words with multiple
meanings within a text. (RL & RI)

continued
IMPACT OF WORD CHOICE ON MEANING AND TONE (cont.)

* Choosing the Right Idiom/Proverb/Adage
The meanings of figurative expressions should not be taken literally.
Typically, people learn these phrases by hearing and using them in
everyday speech. They are unique to every language. When you learn
a new idiom, adage, or proverb and its meaning, you are also learning
how different cultures, communities, and generations see the world.
* Units 1-3 Choosing the Right Idiom
* Units 4-6 Choosing the Right Idiom
* Units 7-9 Choosing the Right Proverb
* Units 10-12 Choosing the Right Idiom
* Units 13-15 Choosing the Right Adage

Standard 7-8.R.9: Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (RL & RI)

continued

STRATEGY 1: USE DEFINITION

OVERVIEW

Program Overview for Teachers
¢ Instructional Approach

Direct Instruction: Definitions & Instructional Videos

For each vocabulary word, students benefit from a variety of supports

that enhance understanding and retention:

* Pronunciation with Diacritical Marks bridges the gap between
written and spoken language. Only one pronunciation is given
for each word, except when a word changes its pronunciation in
accordance with its use as different parts of speech (for example,
object for the noun form and object for the verb).

* Multiple-Meaning Words highlight how words can change
meaning depending on their part of speech.

» Student-Friendly Definitions provide clear, useful explanations to
clarify word meanings.

* Synonyms, Antonyms, and Word Forms (e.g., relished, relishing,
relishes) expand vocabulary knowledge and deepen word
comprehension.

« Example Sentences provides students with an opportunity to
practice writing and spelling each word in context so that students
begin to see how the word can be used effectively in their own
writing.

« Engaging Videos reinforce learning through visuals, sound, and
context, making word meanings more memorable for diverse
learners

UNITS 1-15
Direct Instruction
¢ Definitions with Instructional Videos

Student-friendly definitions provide clear, useful explanations to

clarify word meanings.

Guided Practice/Independent Practice

¢ A-Z Word List Icon

Throughout Guided and Independent Practice activities, students
have instant access to unit words, part(s) of speech, and definitions
by clicking on the ever-present, blue “A-Z Word List” icon.

continued
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continued
Standard 7-8.R.9: Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (RL & RI)

continued

continued
STRATEGY 2: USE CONTEXT

OVERVIEW

Student Program Overview and Resources

¢ Vocabulary In Context
Students learn to recognize and use context clues in order to
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words they encounter in their
reading. The three types of context clues emphasized at this level of
the program include restatement clue, contrast clue, and inference
clue.

UNITS 1-15

Direct Instruction

» Unit Passage/Unit Passage: Abridged
At least 15 of the 20 Unit vocabulary words are introduced within
the context of each multi-paragraph Unit Passage. Unit Passage:
Abridged is a shorter version of the Unit Passage with a lower Lexile®
level.
Students read the words in context to activate prior knowledge, draw
on context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, then
apply what they learn throughout the unit and unit reviews.

 Definitions with Instructional Videos
In the Definitions section after each Unit Passage, students see the
importance of context as they write each unit word in the blank in
order to complete an illustrative sentence. This activity prepares
learners for the additional unit exercises that require the use of
context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.

Guided Practice
¢ Choosing the Right Word

Based on context, students choose the word that best completes the
sentence.

Independent Practice

¢ Using Context
Students answer true or false after determining whether the boldface
word makes sense in the context of the sentence.

¢ Choosing the Right Word
In place of a missing word in each exercise, students find a pair of
bold-face words in parentheses. They consider figurative, extended,
or abstract meanings before choosing the bold-face word that best
fits the context of the given sentence.

¢ Synonyms
The Synonyms activity requires students to rely on context clues to
help find a Unit word to closely match each given synonym.

¢ Antonyms
This activity requires students to use context clues to help find a Unit
word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the boldface word or
expression in the given phrase.

¢ Completing the Sentence
Students rely on embedded context clues to help them choose and
write the word that logically and/or figuratively fits into a blank in a
given sentence.

continued
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continued continued
Standard 7-8.R.9: Determine or clarify the meaning STRATEGY 2: USE CONTEXT (cont.)
of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases, * Vocabulary in Context: Literary Text
. . . Each excerpt from classic literature uses one of the vocabulary words
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (RL & RI) from the Unit and provides students with exposures to the vocabulary

in the context of authentic literature.

¢ Vocabulary in Context: Short Passage
Students read a passage of informational or literary text then answer
vocabulary-in-context questions.

Additional Practice

¢ Passage-Based Reading
Units 1-10
After reading a multi-paragraph passage, students answer
comprehension and vocabulary-in-context questions.

¢ Practice Worksheet
Units 1-15
Part 1 features six multichoice questions that ask students to choose
the word that best describes the given situation. Part 2 is a short
reading selection followed by vocabulary-in-context questions.

REVIEWS

Independent Practice

Units 1-3/Units 4-6/Units 7-9/Units 10-12/Units 13-15

¢ Vocabulary for Comprehension Parts 1and 2
Students read a passage of informational or literary text then answer
vocabulary-in-context questions.

¢ Synonyms
Students reference context clues when selecting the word that has
the same or nearly the same meaning as the boldface word in each
sentence.

¢ Two-Word Completions
After reading each sentence, students choose from a list the word
pair that best fits the context of the sentence.

WORD STUDY

Independent Practice

Units 1-3/Units 4-6/Units 7-9/Units 10-12/Units 13-15

¢ Expressing the Connotation
For the Expressing the Connotation exercises, students read each
sentence then consider context clues before selecting one of two
vocabulary words that best expresses the desired connotation
(positive, negative, or neutral).

¢ Challenge: Using Connotation
In Challenge: Using Connotation, students use context clues to
confirm their choice of a vocabulary word to replace the highlighted
word in each sentence.

¢ Expressing the Connotation
In Challenge: Using Connotation, students use context clues to
confirm their choice of a vocabulary word to replace the highlighted
word in each sentence.

¢ Classical Roots
Students rely on context clues to understand the brief definition, as

well as choose which word based on the featured root best completes
the sentence.

continued continued
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continued continued
Standard 7-8.R.9: Determine or clarify the meaning STRATEGY 2: USE CONTEXT (cont.)
. . READING LIST
of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases, Par——

_ _ _ Guided Practice

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (RL & RI) + Passages/Passages: Abridged

Students read a passage of informational text then answer
vocabulary-in-context questions.

Independent Practice

» Passages with Writing Prompts/Passages (Abridged) and
Writing Prompts
Students read a passage of informational text then answer
(Part A) comprehension questions and (Part B) vocabulary-in-context
questions.

ASSESSMENT

Benchmark Assessments

¢ Final Mastery Test
Students rely on context clues to complete several sections of the
Final Mastery Test: Analogies, Two-Word Completions, Supplying
Words in Context, and Choosing the Right Meaning.

STRATEGY 3: USE WORD PARTS
WORD STUDY

Independent Practice

¢ Classical Roots
Instruction in classical roots will help students unlock the meanings
of thousands of English words derived from Latin and Greek roots.
Students will develop a useful and transferable strategy with which to
make sense of a multitude of unfamiliar academic words or technical
terms.
* Units 1-3 (vers, vert)
» Units 4-6 (cur, curr, curs, cour)
* Units 7-9 (chron, cryph, crypt)
* Units 10-12 (ven, vent)
» Units 13-15 (fect, fic, efy, ify)

Interactive Activities

Units 1-3/Units 4-6/Units 7-9/Units 10-12/Units 13-15

¢ Word Part Gallery
The Word Part Gallery is a digital resource for Vocabulary Workshop,
providing explicit instruction and practice for more than 300 common
word parts. Knowledge of Greek and Latin word parts can help
students discover the meaning of a myriad of academic and content-
specific words they will encounter in and outside of school.

¢ Word Part Gallery: Teaching Suggestions
How to Use the Word Part Gallery
Each interactive Word Part lesson includes the word part meaning,
example words and sentences, and application opportunities to
support exploration of the building blocks of vocabulary.

¢ Word Parts in the Vocabulary Workshop Program

This printable PDF lists all prefixes, roots, and suffixes featured in the
program.

Level C sample words

¢ Prefix: col- collaborate

¢ Root: -gen- genial

¢ Suffix: -net recipient, solvent

continued continued
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continued
Standard 7-8.R.9: Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (RL & RI)

continued
STRATEGY 3: USE WORD PARTS (cont.)

¢ Solve It!
In this fast-paced video game, students read a word-part clue then
select the answer that best matches that clue. For each correct
answer, they score points toward winning a trophy.

Student Program Overview and Resources

Units 1-3/Units 4-6/Units 7-9/Units 10-12/Units 13-15

¢ Greek and Latin Roots Reference Guide
Word Structure: Greek and Latin Roots
Many roots come to English from Latin. Knowing Greek and Latin
roots can help students determine the meaning of academic and
technical terms.

Example: Greek Root: -tele- Meaning: far off, distant

Sample Word: television

STRATEGY 4: USE WORD RELATIONSHIPS

UNITS 1-15

Guided Practice

¢ Word Ties
Students select the synonyms and descriptive phrases that best
complete the sentence or answer the question

* Example/Nonexample
For each of the 20 unit study words, students read then sort given
descriptive phrases as Nonexample, Example, or Neither.

Independent Practice

¢ Synonyms
Students choose the word from this unit that is the same or most
nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in
the phrase. They enter that word in the space provided, and use a
dictionary if necessary.

¢ Antonyms
Students choose the word from this unit that is the same or most
nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in
the phrase. They enter that word in the space provided, and use a
dictionary if necessary.

a. Determine and consult appropriate reference
materials to find the pronunciation of a word or

determine its precise meaning or its part of speech.

continued

PRONUNCIATION OF A WORD

OVERVIEW

Student Program Overview and Resources

¢ Pronunciation Key
Symbols in the Pronunciation Key are similar to those used in most
recent standard dictionaries. The author has primarily consulted
Webster’s Third New International Dictionary and The Random House
Dictionary of the English Language (Unabridged).
Many English words have multiple accepted pronunciations. The
author has given one pronunciation when such words occur in this
book except when the pronunciation changes according to the part
of speech.

Spaces in the phonetic respelling of each word indicate syllabication.
The accent mark follows the syllable receiving the major stress.

continued
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continued continued
a. Determine and consult appropriate reference PRONUNCIATION OF A WORD (cont.)

UNITS 1-15

Direct Instruction

 Definitions with Instructional Videos
Pronunciation with Diacritical Marks bridges the gap between written
and spoken language. Only one pronunciation is given for each word,
except when a word changes its pronunciation in accordance with
its use as different parts of speech (for example, object for the noun
form and object for the verb).
An engaging video models the commonly accepted pronunciation of
each unit word.

materials to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine its precise meaning or its part of speech.

PRECISE MEANING OF A WORD
UNITS 1-15

Direct Instruction

 Definitions with Instructional Videos
Students are instructed to note carefully the spelling, pronunciation,
part or parts of speech, and definition for each new word.
For words with multiple meanings, the entry includes the additional
part of speech, definition, and illustrative sentence.

Guided Practice/Independent Practice

* A-Z Word List Icon
Throughout Guided and Independent Practice activities, students
have instant access to unit words, part(s) of speech, and definitions
by clicking on the ever-present, blue “A-Z Word List” icon.

PART OR PARTS OF SPEECH

UNITS 1-15

Direct Instruction

 Definitions with Instructional Videos
Students are instructed to note carefully the spelling, pronunciation,
part or parts of speech, and definition for each new word.
For words with multiple meanings, the entry includes the additional
part of speech, definition, and illustrative sentence.

Guided Practice/Independent Practice
e A-Z Word List Icon
Throughout Guided and Independent Practice activities, students

have instant access to unit words, part(s) of speech, and definitions
by clicking on the ever-present, blue “A-Z Word List” icon.
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